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MISSION & CHURCH

“The Church is called to be a sign, witness and 

foretaste of God’s purposes in the World.  It’s 

not the church of God that has a mission.  It’s 

the God of Mission that has a Church.”

Rowan Williams



CHURCH QUESTIONS

• Programmes

• Models

• Strategies

• Growth

• “Fixing” what is broken

• Precise map

• “What” and “how”

• “The time has come.  The kingdom of 

God is near. Repent and believe the good 

news!” Mark 1:14-15

• The problem with definitions

• Parables: “the Kingdom of God is like …”

• Deals with “why”

• Happens “on the way”

MISSION QUESTIONS

THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS NEAR



MISSIONAL IMAGINATION IS …

• About trying new things

• About learning and failing

We all contribute to our church’s 

Missional Imagination



“Lasting missional transformation cannot 
be done by large scale plans imposed upon 
people . It is done by initiating al l manner 
of exper iments around the edges where 
people are given permission to tr y out 

what they are learning. These exper iments 
are not about creating permanent change . 
They are about retesting and discover ing

along the way. The beauty of such 
exper iments is that, l ike the wind of the 

spir it in our sai ls , there is no tel l ing where 
they’l l take a congregation…” 



LIVING IN AN AGE OF MISSION



IMAGINE



BEING A MISSIONAL CHURCH

1. How would an outsider describe your church?

2. What is our culture like midweek?  Can others 
observe real people in an authentic community, 
trying to live like Jesus all the time?

3. Do we willingly bring the gospel into our daily 
lives; are we open with stories for others to 
hear?  Or do we try to blend in and hope no one 
asks?

4. Is our hospitality genuine rather than 
institutional? Is it normal to welcome new people 
even at the expense of talking to my friends?



BEING A MISSIONAL CHURCH

5. How tightly do you hold to your preferred style of 
music, of prayer, of leadership, of pastoral care?

6. Are you open to mentoring a young person or a 
new Christian?

7. Do you offer to help, or leave it to the staff to make 
contact and ask you?

8. Have you ever been prompted to “do something” 
for those who don’t know Jesus, or those who are 
living lives of disadvantage, isolation or poverty?  
Do you have a heart for what breaks the heart of 
our Saviour?



STARTING A MISSION CONVERSATION


